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When hearts connect, lives are transformed. 
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Dear Friends of Corazón, 

Indeed our heart is full; full of pride 

and gratitude for all WE have ac-

complished together. God has abun-

dantly blessed us with generous do-

nors, with talented and willing volun-

teers, with foundations and corpora-

tions that look beyond their own in-

terests, with the School Sisters of 

Notre Dame who constantly stress 

mission and a staff that works hard 

to further that mission.  We are 

blessed by those who come to us 

each day and blessed by a Board of Trustees that makes sure 

all is well.  God is good! 

 As a sponsored ministry of the School Sisters of 

Notre Dame we follow closely the SSND call to “make one” 

to bring about the transformation needed to truly become 

united with God and one another. 

 Let me share with you how the WE of Corazón lived 

this mission during our Summer Enrichment Camp.  Thirty-

five campers, Pre-k to 7th Grade were enrolled.  Twenty per-

cent of those students could attend because you covered their 

cost.  College students, who could have been enjoying the 

beach or earning some money, gave of their time and talent 

to tutor along with seasoned retired teachers. 

 Making one and caring for one another, key compo-

nents of SSND ministries, were evident in so many ways.  I 

am still touched by three of the kids who, while I was serving 

pizza on our last day, asked if I had eaten.  A sixth grade girl 

went back to her room and told the kids they could not come 

for more pizza until “Sister Pat had some”.  A free-lance pho-

tographer taking pictures at the park on a Fun Friday event, 

could not believe how the different ages, races, cultures got 

along so well.  At Corazón, “We Are Family” we are one!  

What is learned today, is seed for tomorrow. 

 Our ESL learners are back with us after a summer 

break, excited to be using the new Rosetta Stone. Thank you 

for those licenses! 

 Thank you for being part of the Corazón family and 

being one with us. Without your continued help we cannot do 

what we do.  Together, what a difference we can make!  

God’s blessings of love and peace to you and all you 

love. 

Sister Miriam Patrick Cummings, SSND 

Executive Director 

Mission 
  

Impelled by the mission of Jesus and enriched by the charism of the 

School Sisters of Notre Dame, Corazón a Corazón is committed to providing 

educational assistance to Latinos, especially women and children. While 

focusing on Latinos, we exclude no one from our concern.   



 Marist High School Student Volunteers 

Early in the 2018-2019 school year, 

Corazón a Corazón was contacted by 

Spanish teacher and moderator of 

the Spanish National Honors Society 

at Marist high school, Mrs. Erica Na-

than-Gamauf. Mrs. Nathan-Gamauf 

told us she had a few students who 

were interested in volunteering in 

our program and believed it would 

be a great opportunity for them to 

practice and use their Spanish speak-

ing skills. Corazón was excited to 

begin a partnership that would also 

allow high school students the op-

portunity to give back to the com-

munity and become mentors.  

We were invited to speak to the 

SNHS students about our After 

School Enrichment program and 

shortly thereafter, we began to see 

students arrive at Corazón to provide 

homework help and tutoring for the 

students enrolled in our program.  

Throughout the course of the school 

year, we saw over 50 high school stu-

dents from Marist;  Each of them 

sharing their own gifts and talents. 

We were happy to see how some 

became an essential part of our pro-

gram as they returned to Corazón, 

even after their service had been ful-

filled.  

Jessica S. was one of those students 

who came back to Corazón and pro-

vided almost 20 hours of service 

alone! 

“During my time at Corazón a Corazón, 

I have been fortunate enough to build 

everlasting bonds with the children of the 

After School program, seeing many of 

them as little brothers and sisters. Being 

able to stand as a role model for the 

children to look up to is an experience I 

will never forget and will forever cherish. 

Spotlight on Service Awards 

No matter the day the children were 

having, I tried my hardest to ensure the 

kids were coming to an environment 

where they felt nurtured, looked after, 

and supported. Recognizing the impact 

you can have on an individual is a very 

rewarding experience that I am eternally 

grateful to have been able to experience 

at Corazón a Corazón.”- Jessica S.   

 

Marist SNHS students contributed 

155+ hours of tutoring all together 

and we could not be more grateful to 

them as they did much more than 

tutor. They became a part of the edu-

cational and social development of 

our students and we look forward to 

continuing this partnership for the 

upcoming school year! 

 Jessica S. (left), Vanessa L. (middle) & Mica G. (right) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 2019, two of Corazón’s ESL 

volunteer tutors were among ten 

recognized volunteers in the state of 

Illinois for their outstanding literacy 

service at the  Secretary of State and 

State Librarian Jesse White’s Spot-

light on Service Awards. 

 Our Corazón family is beyond grate-

ful for and so proud of all tutors 

involved in our programs and we 

were ecstatic to learn Sr. Lupita 

Cordero, SSND and Ms. Shirley 

Blount, had been selected to receive 

an award for their generous service. 

Sr. Lupita, has been volunteering with 

Corazón as an ESL tutor for over 9 

years. She has shared her invaluable 

knowledge and experience with 

countless learners over the years.  

Sr. Lupita, who is visually impaired, is 

not limited by her disability. The love 

for what she does, the impact she 

makes on others through education 

and the fulfillment she gains as a tutor 

seem to be her greatest drive. 

With many stories to share, she hap-

pily recalls the pride felt by one of 

her learners in particular. A woman, 

who was 70 years of age, was finally 

able to tell Sister she had gotten a job 

as a translator. This learner, in spite 

of her family discouraging her from 

attending class, was able to make a 

change in her life and achieve some-

thing greater. 

Shirley Blount has been a volunteer 

tutor at Corazón for over 7 years. She 

maintains the same enthusiasm for 

helping her learners meet and surpass 

their goals.  

Her motivation to help others speak 

English in order to have more oppor-

tunities has been admirable. Shirley is 

very warm, patient, and her soft-

spoken nature sets her learners at 

ease.  

She says, “I volunteer as a tutor be-

cause I enjoy empowering others to be 

the best that they can be!  Assisting peo-

ple in having a better understanding of 

the English language, and then watching 

that person, because of their work, do 

Corazón staff, tutors and Secretary of State Jesse 

White  at ceremony in Springfield, IL 



Always Improving Thanks to YOU 
Thanks to generous donors, this year  

Corazón purchased 25 individual licenses 

for Rosetta Stone so that ESL learners 

could work at their own pace without a 

tutor present. Unfortunately, these licens-

es need to be renewed yearly and there 

are more than 25 learners; so….the need 

for funding continues!  Our Learners love 

this latest help in becoming proficient in 

English.   

ESL learner practicing English skills with     
Rosetta Stone 

Spotl ight  on Ser vice Awards (Cont’d) 
better in life, is very rewarding.”   

We are able to positively impact indi-

viduals, their family, our communities 

and society as a whole— because we 

do this together. 

It is through those who help us facili-

tate  in more ways than one—  con-

tributions, dedicated time and talent, 

those who guide us and encourage us 

to do what we can, those who be-

lieve in us and pray for us. It all mat-

ters and it all helps our fellow neigh-

bors achieve a better quality of life.  

We are happy and proud of the 

achievements of our Corazón family as 

it continues to grow and are grateful 

you form a part of this positive 

Secretary of State, Jesse White (left), Sr. 

Lupita C. (middle),  and SOS Assoc. Dir. for 

Grants, Karen Egan (right) 

change. 

Secretary of State, Jesse White (left), Shirley 

B. (middle), and SOS Assoc. Dir. for Grants, 

Karen Egan (right) 

Heritage Pi lgr image  

This past summer, two of Corazón’s 

staff members, Mayra Pimentel, As-

sistant Director, and Margarita Silva, 

ESL Coordinator, formed part of the 

SSND Heritage Pilgrimage along with 

18 other staff and leaders of spon-

sored ministries. Together, they em-

barked on a 12 day journey through 

Europe! 

The Heritage pilgrimage is a part of 

the Ministry Formation program 

which educates lay employees of 

SSND ministries about the rich    

history and story of foundress, 

Blessed Mother Theresa Gerharding-

er.  

The pilgrims traveled through Ger-

many, Austria and Italy and visited 

sacred places in which Mother The-

resa lived and began the SSND    

congregation.  

Mayra Pimentel: “The Ministry   

Formation program has provided clarity 

both professionally and personally. I’ve 

experienced a deeper sense of         

belonging and have gained a deeper 

understanding of the impact each      

ministry has made within our own   

communities throughout the world. 

We are continuing Mother Theresa’s 

legacy which has been lovingly carried 

on by the SSNDs. We’ve witnessed the 

fruit of the sisters’ ongoing labor and I 

am happy and proud to carry on the 

SSND charism of unity.” 

Group at Mother Theresa’s birthplace. 

(Stadtamhof, Bavaria, Germany) 

ESL learner practicing English skills with  
Rosetta Stone 



Heritage Pi lgr image (Cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

amongst everyone. The students dis-

played growth in the classroom, as well 

as personally and they even pushed me 

to grow too. It is an experience that I 

will hold dearly as I continue on educat-

ing and creating family wherever I go.”  

-Samantha B. (Tutor)   

 

 

 

 
 

 

“Volunteering at Corazón a Corazón 

during the summer was an amazing 

experience. I loved having fun with the 

kids and watching them grow academi-

cally throughout the summer.”  
- Sydney R. (Tutor) 

Rome, Italy 

June 24, 9:00 AM!  Thirty-five ex-

cited/anxious “campers” gathered in 

the gym at Corazón a Corazón for the 

first day of what would be five weeks 

of learning, fun and making new 

friends. 

Familiar faces mingled with new ones 

as all gathered to learn the ground 

rules.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“We are family.  We will learn new 

things and we will have fun.  Learning 

too can be fun.  Because we are fam-

ily – we look out for one another 

and no one is alone.  Always remem-

ber at Corazón “We are family.” 
 

At the end of that first day when Sis-

ter Pat asked the campers how the 

day was, a second grader responded, 

“I regret that I ever said I didn’t want 

to come here.  This is wonderful!”  

That was pretty much the response 

at the end of the five weeks as evi-

denced by the evaluations from both 

parents and campers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Tucked into the program, students 

made “slime” and crystals in science, 

saw that math can be learned in 

many ways, even with a deck of 

cards, made parfait in nutrition class 

and experienced “Learning can be 

fun!” 

 

“My experience at Corazón was truly 

awesome. So quickly did I feel that I 

was a part of a family at Corazón. The 

volunteers and staff work incredibly 

hard to create a real community  

Meet our Summer Campers! 

Margarita Silva: “Being part of the 

Heritage Pilgrimage was a great experi-

ence that changes people. Being part of 

an SSND sponsored ministry is where I 

always knew I was meant to be. Visiting 

the grave of Blessed Mother Theresa 

Gerhardinger I had this overwhelming 

feeling of gratitude. If it wasn't for what 

she did in regards to education for the 

poor especially for women we all would-

n't be here. We continue her charism in 

one way or another. Being at her grave 

site it made me feel that I was at Cora-

zón a Corazón for a reason.  

 

I am here because this is where I am 

most needed. The women and men we 

work with deserve the education they 

are trying to seek in order to survive in a 

country that does not speak their lan-

guage. I have to be strong and perse-

vere just like Mother Theresa in order to 

make sure I give the learners what they 

need in order for them to help them-

selves and their families. 

Summer Achievement  Camp 2019  

Campers during silent reading 

Science class with Mr. and Ms. L 

Campers and tutor helping Catholic    
Charities with their “Blessing Bag” project 



Our Donors–  Those who make a d i f ference  

Our Donors 

Anonymous   

Kathi  Barth  

Matthew  Baskerville  

Sister Mary Ann  Bazata, SSND 

Sr. Virginia  Bieren, SSND 

Sr. Julice  Bots, SSND 

Patricia K. Boyd  

Mary Jane  Boyle  

Ann  Brand  

Helen  Brett  

Sr. Joanna  Brigan, SSND 

Kathleen  Brockman  

Rev Kenneth  Budzikowski  

Helen Marie  Callahan  

Sandra  Campagna  

Ann Marie Capuzzi  

Margaret E. Carroll  

Meg  Carroll  

Joan  Cialdella  

Sr. Cor Marie  Cielocha, SSND 

Terese  Cleary  

Patricia  Coffey  

Jan  Corbett  

Sr. Lupita  Cordero, SSND 

Rita M. Crosse  

Sr. Miriam Patrick  Cummings, SSND 

Sr. Susan  Curtin, SSND 

John  Delaney  

Mahasen T. and Eileen Desilva  

Karen  Didier  

Michelle  Dignan  

Joan  Dixey  

Colleen J. Doherty  

Kevin M. Doherty  

Rev. James J. Donovan Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Peter E. Doris  

Rita  Doyle  

Marianne  Drogosz  

Gerald  Dujsik  

Rita  Durkin  

Sr. Michaela  Durkin, SSND 

Sr. Eileen  Eppig, SSND 

Sr. Rose Cecile Espinos, SSND 

George & Liane  Fitzgerald  

James  Fitzmaurice  

Mary Esther Fitzpatrick  

Sr. Frances Joseph Flach, SSND 

Marianne  Flanagan  

Veronica  Flanagan  

Anne  Fleming  

Christine  Flood  

Ezequiel  Flores  

Rosemary  Foote  

John W. Frasor  

Mary J. Fudacz  

Thomas  Fuller  

Linda  Gail Evens  

Rita  Gardner  

Mary J. Geis †  

Patricia  Gentleman  

Sisters Lucy Giacchetti, SSND & Joellyn 

Grandchamp, SSND 

Marilyn  Grogan  

Robert  Hall Jr. 

Mary  Hamann  

Jane  Hanlon  

Catherine & Stephen  Harth-Stern  

Edward C. Hayes  

Isabel Salazar Hernandez  

Marion P.  Johnson  

Sr. Gail  Johnson, SSND 

Jeanne  Jordan  

Peggy  Jorgensen  

Joyce  Kabakovich  

Mary  Kane  

Steven and Mary  Kastenholz  

Srs. Margaret Ellen Mahoney, SSND  

Kathleen Malstom, SSND 

Robert & Marilyn  Kelly  

Marie  Kielty  

Mary  Kikta  

Virginia S. Kummerer  

Dr. Budi  Kusnoto  

Margaret  Lawlor  

Marietta  Leffner  

Donna  Lenczycki  

Gail  Lettman  

Eileen  Lewis  

Connie  Liu  

Virginia  Lyle  

Rev. Dennis  Lyle  

Kathleen and Richard  Mackey  

Stanley and Therese  Maiberger  

Barbara  Mallon  

Laurie & Patrick  Maloney  

Margaret  Maloney  

James  Malooly † 

Ed and Linnea  Martin  

Maureen  McCarthy  

Maureen  McCormack  

Mary Beth McDermott  

Sr. Rea  McDonnell SSND 

Judith and Edward  McDonough  

Rosemary  McElroy  

Faith K. McNamara  

Srs. Francis & Ilona  Mensik, SSND 

Sr. Joan  Minella, SSND 

Frances  Miner  

Patricia L Monahan  

Thomas  Morrison  

Raquel  Mudarth  

Sheila  Murphy  

Betty  Murray  

Revenue 

**Additional income over expense is attributed to donated services and additional grant money.  

Expenses  



Those who make a d i f ference -Our Donors 

M. Cyril Nemecek  

Mary  Nicholas  

Mary  Novak  

Elizabeth  O'Connor  

Anne  O'Donnell  

Adele  O'Donnell  

Christa and Ronald  O'Keefe  

Mary A Origel  

Anna Belle  Oshea  

Sheila  O'Sullivan  

Kathleen  Overfield  

Eileen  Owens  

Ksenia  Ozhegova  

Gerard  Pater  

Janet  Plecki  

Kathleen and Raymond  Pora  

Donald & Joan  Radtke  

Catherine D. Ratcliff  

Sr. Marie Regine Redig, SSND 

Ann Marie  Relstab  

Trinidad  Rojas  

Cary  Rositas-Sheftel Ph.D. 

Sr. Catherine  Sarther, SSND 

Mary T.  Schneider  

Margaret  Schneider  

Rev. George  Schopp  

Elizabeth  Shanahan  

Maureen S Sheehy  

Rosemary  Shiels  

Judy  Simner  

Joann  Simpson  

Wendy  Sin  

Therese G. Smith  

Mary Anne Smith  

Mary M Starshak  

Joan  Stephenson  

Patricia  Stibich  

Susan  Styer  

Sr. Marian  Sullivan, SSND 

Marilyn  Thibeau  

Pat and Phil Tracy  

Mary Ann Tumpane  

Maureen  Unton  

Rachel E. Vargas  

Margaret  Verbiscar  

Rita  Verhey  

Sr. Lorrita Marie  Verhey, SSND  

Donna  Wakeman  

John and Ciline  Walles  

Raymond and Theresa  Walsh  

Jim  Walsh  

John  Weider  

Martha  Welter  

Bernadette  Wiscons  

Jerrilyn  Young  

Rita  Zambon 

 

In Honor of  

2019 SSND Jubilarians from... 

Sr. Bernadette Ballasty, SSND 

Sr. Julice Bots, SSND 

Sr. Marcianne Bzdon, SSND  

Sr. Miriam Patrick Cummings, SSND 

Sr. Claire Marie Czerwiec, SSND 

Sr. Carol Dwyer, SSND 

Sr. Rose Cecile Espinos, SSND 

Sr. Frances Joseph Flach, SSND 

Sisters Charmaine Krohe, SSND &  

Jenne Barasha, SSND 

Sr. Regis Krusniewski, SSND 

Sr. Jeanne McGue ,SSND 

Patricia Stibich  

Sr. Lorrita Marie Verhey, SSND  

Anna Marie  Zeitner, SSND 

 

In Honor of… 

AM SSND Provincial Council 

(From Srs. Helen Reilly, SSND & Pat 

Warnick, SSND) 

AOL class of 1958 

(From Maureen S. Sheehy) 

John Collins 

(From Caeli E. Collins) 

Sr. Miriam Patrick Cummings, SSND 

(From Steven and Mary Kastenholz) 

Franklin and Eleanor Eppig 

(From Sr. Eileen Eppig, SSND) 

Sr. Lucy Giacchetti, SSND 

(From Denise and Edward Skiba) 

Marcia Morrison 

(From Linda G. Evens) 

Marcia Morrison's B.D 

(From Linda G. Evens) 

Tom Morrison 

(From Linda G. Evens) 

Sr. Loretta Rosendale, SSND 

(From Eileen Lewis) 

Sr. Loretta Rosendale, SSND 

(From Sheila & Phillip Rousseaux) 

Therese Smith 

(From Mary Kay Gallagher) 

 

In Memory Of… 

Cummings, Kubina and Mickey families 

(From Victoria Mickey) 

Joseph and Clara Czerwiec 

(From Anonymous) 

John Drogosz 

(From Marianne Drogosz) 

George Gallagher 

(From Rosemarie Gallagher Schwabe) 

Sr. Marie Sulpice Halsh, SSND 

(From Sr. Victoria Kessler, SSND) 

Mary Ann Johnson 

(From Katherine and John Heafey) 

Morrison and Lenton Families 

(From Thomas Morrison) 

Jim and Lori Naesen 

(From Pat Woodhouse) 

Sister Helen 

(From Rita M. Crosse) 

Barbara Stuart 

(From Barbara Lah) 

 

In-kind Donations 

Victoria Brennan 

Catholic Charities 

James Fitzmaurice 

Kerry Fitzmaurice 

Rosemary Foot 

Sr. Lucy Giacchetti, SSND 

Sr. Carolyn Jost, SSND 

Mary Kane 

Sr. Dorothy Kunze, SSND 

Wendy Kuypers 

Karen Linnerud 

Winifred Lopez 

Marist High School 

Pat Monahan 

Anel Navarro 

Carol Petersen 

Jan Plecki 

Judy Simner 

Vytas Sulaitis (VS Printing) 

Katherine Tomich 

Pat and Phil Tracy 

Sr. Caritas Wehrman. SSND 

Sr. Dorothy Young, SSND 

Rita Zambon 

 

Foundations 

Anonymous 

Chapin May Foundation 

Col. Stanley McNeil Foundation 

Edmond and Alice Opler Foundation 

Fred J. Brunner Foundation 

George Eisenberg Foundation 

Helen Brach Foundation 

Illinois Secretary of State 

Maurice and Meta Gross Foundation 

Thomas Dower Fund 



How you can help. . .  

Meet Christine Flood, awesome Corazón Grant Writer Christine has worked unceasingly 

since 2004 to secure grants from various Foundations and Corporations for the ministry 

here at Corazón.   

 

Well-suited for the task, Ms. Flood has a MA from the University of Illinois in Champaign.  

She has secured over $10 million dollars in grants for various social service agencies.  

Christine knows our Corazón programs well and writes from the heart as well as the head.   

 

We are fortunate to have Christine on our team. 

See someone who already does!- Christine Flood 

Ways to connect with our learners:  
 Prayer  
 

 Online contribution at www.corazon-chicago.org under our Donation tab 
 

 AmazonSmile (Support Corazón a Corazón when you shop on Amazon!  

 Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases when 

 you select Corazón a Corazón, NFP as a charitable organization).  
 

 Monthly Pledge would help fund (A Rosetta Stone License $215 per learner—      

 $50 for an ESL book per learner— $20 a week for an After School student fee) 
 

 Volunteer (If you are interested in volunteering, please contact us at (708)377-7761 

 for email us at mpimentel@corazon-chicago.org for more information) 

Corazón a Corazón’s First Ever 
 Non-Event Fundraiser 

 

Watch for more information 

Save the Date !  (You  get  to  choose)   

 

Www.corazon-chicago.org —  Of f ice  (708)  377 -7761 


