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Corazón a Corazón is a sponsored ministry of the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

 

Our hearts are connected and filled with 

 COMPASSION 

           for all suffering from  

                        Covid 

                           the loss of a loved one 

                              financial anxiety 

                                 fear of the unknown 

 

Our hearts are connected and filled with 

 GRATITUDE 

  for all the support you continue to give 

                        for our generous volunteers who always give of themselves 

                           for our ESL learners and our Parents who trust us to care for all 

                             for First Responders in so many fields 

                                 for our GOD who watches over us in good times and difficult ones 

 

Our hearts are connected and filled with 

 HOPE 

  that a new sense of interconnectedness will come to life  

                       that the “new normal” will be a better normal for all 

                         that our rooms will soon be filled with love, laughter and learning 

                           that essential workers  will be valued and respected 

                             that ALL WILL BE WELL! 

 

 

With hearts connected, we have  

COMPASSION, GRATITUDE, and HOPE 

When hearts connect, lives are transformed. 



Dear Corazón Partners, 

When the “now” is past and the “new” has arrived, how will you remember the pandemic of 

2020?   I’d like to think my memories will be colored by wonderful signs of compassion, by 

deep gratitude for those who risked so much for others and for the hope that faith makes       

possible. 

Even now, when so much is uncertain and anxiety looms large, I depend on compassion,     

gratitude and hope to save me from myself and the real problems that face us in our country 

and our world – and yes, here at Corazón.   I know that it is out of compassion that you have 

continued to give to Corazón and even at times, give more.  Your concern for adults who   

struggle to become a meaningful part of this country and for kids, overwhelmed by online 

learning and not seeing classmates is a sign of your care.  I know that compassion prompts our 

volunteers to forget their own concerns and tend to others. Compassion comes in many forms 

and I see it played out in small but significant ways every day by members of our Corazón family. 

   And all your compassion fills my heart with gratitude.   

Anxiety is here, yes.  How will Corazón manage with grants curtailed, with savings used for extraordinary 

health precautions and with little return on investments?  We ask, “How are we to fill that gap?”  But then comes 

hope!  Hope that this mission here at Corazón, of which you are a part, will contribute to that great new normal where 

all are treated with respect and dignity. 

Covid-19 exposed many injustices.  Our Corazón Family is responding.  Your support is a vital part of all that 

happens here.  The structural inequities revealed by higher death rates among people of color call us to action as    

people of faith.  We are all called to participate in the common good.   While we can wonder, in the midst of such 

great problems, what an individual can do, supporting Corazón might be a way.  With better language skills and more 

self-confidence our learners opt for better paying jobs and an equal place in society.  Hope comes for academic success 

for our kids because of that extra push toward doing it well and believing in themselves.   

While we are indeed grateful to our many donors, we need more.  Given the present circumstances we must 

increase the number of donors and increase the amount donated.   

So I ask that if you have not given in a while, would you give again? If you are a donor, could you 

become a monthly donor? Would you consider telling a friend how being a part of the Corazón family 

makes you feel? 

Working together, fueled by compassion, gratitude and hope, we can make a better tomorrow a reality in the 

“new normal”.   

God bless you and keep you safe, 
 

Letter  from  Our  Executive Director 

Mission 
  

Impelled by the mission of Jesus and enriched by the charism of the School Sisters 

of Notre Dame, Corazón a Corazón is committed to providing educational assistance to 

Latinos, especially women and children.  While focusing on Latinos, we exclude no one 

      from our concern.   



I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all the volunteers and staff of Corazón a Corazón 

for their dedication and hard work during the past year. The unprecedented and unique         

challenges of the Covid pandemic have been met with creativity and hope.  A summer program 

was designed to allow students to participate from home.  The staff worked remotely, using this 

time to improve operations and update skills. While Corazón’s programs will have to be adapted 

to the current situation, we trust that, with God’s help, we will be able to continue to serve our      

community. 

Corazón a Corazón would not exist without our donors. A special thanks goes out to our friends 

who, even during these uncertain times, have continued to support our mission.  Your generosity 

encourages all of us. 

Thank you also to our Board of Trustees whose support, expertise and participation are invaluable. Your            

commitment to the mission of Corazón a Corazón is a blessing. 

 

With gratitude and hope, 

Chair, Board of Trustees  

A Word from the Board Chair 

 Summer Camp: Covid Style 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we approached the summer 

months, staff at Corazón a Corazón 

had been hopeful that we might   

safely host our annual Summer 

Achievement Camp program.       

A l t h o u g h  m a n y  p a r e n t s            

demonstrated interest in an            

in-person program for their children, 

we were faced with the difficult    

decision to hold off on any in-person 

activities due to COVID-19. The 

safety of our students, tutors, and 

staff has been at the forefront as we 

adapt to our “new normal”—more 

on that later! 

To say we were sad and disappoint-

ed would be an understatement—we 

wanted to be of service for the     

families and children who not only 

looked for an opportunity to         

continue practicing academic skills 

through the summer but also longed 

for fun and creative activities. 

 

Corazón decided that the safest way 

we could address the needs of our 

interested families was by creating 

take-home packets with a range of 

fun academic activities.  

 

Over the course of 4 weeks, we    

provided 8 participants with 32 total 

take-home packets. Every Monday 

these 8 participants from grades 4-8 

received a colorful bag filled with a 

work packet, school supplies and toys 

or educational games that encouraged 

them to spend a little time outdoors 

whenever deemed appropriate by 

parents.  Students from grades 5 – 8 

were also given a book to read with 

mini-questions weekly and a final    

report due at the end.  As new work 

was picked up, completed work was 

turned in. 

The work packets consisted of    

worksheets pertaining to each grade 

level for reading, math and language 

arts.  We also prepared weekly art 

projects and provided all the         

materials necessary.  

 

We are proud and happy to say we 

received  positive evaluations from 

the children. They enjoyed our “fun 

art projects” and told us they had 

“learned a lot!”.  

Paola’s art projects, 8th Grade 

Brendan, 6th Grade 



 

Corazón a Corazón paused all activity 

within our building on March 16th. 

Like with many other services, we 

began to work remotely after     

making calls to learners and tutors 

who understood our decision and 

looked forward to returning once it 

was safe to do so.  

Corazón staff continued communica-

tion with both tutors and learners 

throughout the days, which quickly 

ESL Virtual Classes 

midst of so many changes to our daily 

life. 

“A big challenge for some is technology. 

[…] But overall it has been a great ex-

perience because the learners are able 

to keep studying English with someone 

instead of working alone.” — Margari-

ta S., ESL Coordinator ESL Virtual Class 

turned to weeks, then a month. 

It was clear that we would not be      

returning to the way we were any 

time soon and that we had to adapt 

to the changes to continue serving 

our learners. 

 

We asked our tutors if they would be 

willing to continue their ESL classes 

virtually.  Many were open and happy 

to do so even though most were new 

at using video communication tools 

such as Zoom. They were ready to 

do what was needed to continue  

tutoring. They knew of the            

importance of continuing making 

strides with their learners.  

Additionally, continuing classes was a 

way to maintain a sense of normalcy 

among tutors and learners in the 

Then and Now.. .  

Now After School Before Covid-19 ESL Before Covid-19 

ESL Virtual Class 

Love, Laughter and Learning as Corazón Reopens 
 

Like so many others we have missed seeing all our learners, adults and children and look forward to having them back 

even though it won’t be back to the same – at least not now. 

 

With an abundance of caution and precaution we are inviting learners and volunteer tutors to join us as they feel    

comfortable. ESL sessions begin September 14 both on-line and in-person. There will only be 

three “sets” of learner/tutor in the room at a time, seated at opposite ends of the table with a plexi-glass divider     

between.  Masks are mandatory.  Face shields are available.  Temperatures will be taken. 
 

After School classes will begin in October with two sessions.  Parents may choose a Monday/Wednesday or a Tuesday/

Thursday group.  No more than 10 students in a group using two classrooms will provide the much needed social    

distancing.  For the foreseeable future children will have to bring their own snacks.  Only juice packets will be provided.   
 

Not quite the same, smaller numbers but welcomed with love.  Laughter and learning will follow. 

Plans to Reopen  



   

Overcoming Barriers  to Employment:  Our Newest Program  

Corazón’s aim is to do as much as possible, within our mission, to provide aid to those we serve. 

Understanding and speaking English is always an asset in seeking employment, so we provide ESL one-on one.  Asking 

ourselves what more could be done in this area gave birth to a new program to start in January.  “Overcoming Barriers 

to Employment” is a five session workshop focused on providing participants with skills needed in applying for a job. 
 

Session I deals with personal qualities/skills that might not be apparent but will be effective on a job.  Its goal is to find 

hidden talents and build confidence.  Further sessions focus on building resumes aimed at specific jobs, learning how to 

do on-line applications, and practice mock interviews. 
 

These sessions will be two and one-half hours and be conducted by a Career Coach.  The coach will have time to 

spend with individuals for specific needs.  The Workshop will be offered twice during the semester.  It is being funded 

by the Charitable Trust Stabilization Fund of Illinois.  

Spotl ight  on Ser vice/Achievement Awards  

 

Although this year brought many 

challenges, our Corazón family found 

more than one reason to smile and 

feel immense gratitude for those 

who commit themselves to           

improving the world around them; 

whether it is by serving others or by          

educating themselves and striving for 

better opportunities for their family.  

We proudly share, that with only 10 

nominees chosen from ESL programs 

throughout the state, three of our 

Corazón family members have been 

chosen to receive a Secretary of 

State Spotlight award presented to 

those who support adult literacy in 

Illinois.  This is the second year that 

Corazón has had more than one  

winner! 

We nominate tutors for the      

Spotlight on Service award for their 

exceptional dedication to assisting an 

adult learner(s) in their literacy    

efforts and learners who have shown 

great improvement in the English 

language for the Spotlight on 

Achievement award. 

We value all of our tutors for every-

thing they contribute to Corazón— in 

more ways than one! Not to men-

tion our learners who demonstrate 

great diligence in attending their  

classes. 

 
This year, we nominated tutors 

Rosemary Shiels and Jan Corbett for 

their invaluable service as tutors, as 

well as Sofia Suarez for her admirable 

growth as an ESL learner.  Here is 

what each had to say about their   

experience at Corazón: 

“I first volunteered as a literacy tutor 

when I retired. I saw that I was pretty 

lucky: I had had a good job, I have good 

health, and good friends. It occurred to 

me that it was now time to “give back,” 

to contribute, in some small way, to 

strengthening our society by helping 

others accomplish their goals. I never 

felt very qualified to do great things, but 

I felt I could offer my time and skills in 

ordinary ways.”— Rosemary S. 

 
 

 “I welcome the opportunity to be of 

service to others. I have found my Adult 

ESL Volunteer Tutoring “Home” with 

Corazón.”— Jan C. 

“I began attending classes to feel more 

secure when going to the store, doctor 

visits and calling for appointments.     

Before starting classes, when I saw my 

neighbors I turned to go back inside. 

Now when I see my neighbors I have 

conversations with them. I enjoy       

attending ESL classes.”— Sofia S. 
 

We couldn’t be more proud of 

their accomplishments! 

Tutor, Rosemary S. (right) and learner, 
Maria (left) 

Tutor,  Jan C. (left) and learner, Rosalia 
(right) 

ESL Learner, Sofia S. practicing                
pronunciation on Rosetta Stone 



Our Donors–  Those who make a d i f ference  

Donors 

Academy of Our Lady Alumnae         

Association    

Luz Almazan  

Sandra Ambriz-Sava  

Anonymous 

Sr. Bernadette Ballasty, SSND 

Sr. Jeanne Barasha, SSND 

Eileen Barbe  

James and Deirdre Barrett  

Sr. Mary Ann Bazata, SSND 

Frank and Kathleen Bernatowicz  

Sr. Virginia Bieren, SSND 

Marilyn & Thomas Bly  

Sr. Cathy Bonfield, SSND 

Ann Brand  

Victoria Brennan  

Sr. Joanna Brigan, SSND 

Kathleen Brockman  

Rev Kenneth Budzikowski  

Charles Butler  

Sr. Marcianne Bzdon, SSND  

Helen Marie Callahan  

Sandra Campagna  

Ann Marie Capuzzi  

Meg Carroll  

Margaret E. Carroll  

Sr. Carleen Cekal, SSND 

Joan Cialdella  

Sr. Maureen Clansy, SSND 

Terese Cleary  

Patricia Coffey  

Norine Colby  

Caeli E. Collins  

Jan Corbett  

Rita M. Crosse  

Sr. Miriam Patrick Cummings, SSND 

James Cummings  

Elmeathera Davis  

Mahasen T. and Eileen Desilva  

Karen Didier  

Michelle Dignan  

Joan and Tom Dixey  

Kevin M. Doherty  

Rev. James J. Donovan Jr. 

Dr. and Mrs. Peter E. Doris  

Charles Doyle  

Marianne Drogosz  

Rita Durkin  

Sr. Michaela Durkin, SSND 

Sr. Eileen Eppig, SSND 

Pat Failla  

George & Liane Fitzgerald  

James Fitzmaurice  

Mary Esther Fitzpatrick  

Sr. Frances Joseph Flach, SSND 

Marianne Flanagan  

Christine Flood  

John W. Frasor  

Thomas Fuller  

Linda Gail Evens  

Mary R Galloway  

Rita Gardner  

Sr. Lucy Giacchetti SSND 

Andrea Gordon  

Mary Hamann 

Jane Hanlon  

Catherine & Stephen Harth-Stern  

Sr. Janis Haustein, SSND 

Edward C. Hayes  

Katherine and John Heafey  

Thomas and Cathi Hogan  

Cynthia C. Holden  

Mary Ann Johnson  

Marion P. Johnson  

Jeanne Jordan  

Peggy Jorgensen  

Sr. Carolyn Jost, SSND 

Mary Jurek  

Irene Juzkiw  

Mary Kane  

Steven and Mary Kastenholz  

Sr. Lori Keen, SSND 

Robert & Marilyn Kelly  

Sr. Victoria Kessler, SSND 

Carol Korten  

Sr. Regis Krusniewski, SSND 

Virginia S. Kummerer  

Margaret Lawlor  

Donna Lenczycki  

Eileen Lewis  

Winifred Lopez  

Monsignor Dennis Lyle  

Dr. Kathleen Lynch  

Stanley and Therese Maiberger  

Sr. Emelyn Malecki, BVM  

Barbara Mallon  

Michael Malone 

Marian Village Community     

Maureen McCarthy  

Maureen McCormack  

Judith McDonough  

Faith K. McNamara  

Barbara Metzinger  

Victoria Mickey  

Kathleen Mogy  

Patricia L. Monahan  

Thomas Morrison  

Natalie Morrow  

Raquel Mudarth  

Sr. Virginia Muller, SSND 

Alice Murray  

Betty Murray  

Father M. Cyril Nemecek  



Those who make a d i f ference -Our Donors 

Mary Novak  

Michael E. O'Neill  

Adele O'Donnell  

Anne O'Donnell  

Maureen Dean Oechslin  

Christa and Ronald O'Keefe  

Sr. Mary Oliver, SSND 

Mary A Origel  

Anna Belle Oshea  

Sheila O'Sullivan  

Kathleen Overfield  

Eileen Owens  

Clarice J. Paliatka  

Sisters Helen Reilly, SSND & Pat 

Warnick, SSND 

Gerard Pater  

Janet Plecki  

Donald & Joan Radtke  

Catherine D. Ratcliff  

Maryanne Rouse  

Sheila & Phillip Rousseaux  

Sr. Catherine Sarther, SSND 

Mary T. Schneider  

Margaret Schneider  

Rev. George Schopp  

Rosemarie Gallagher Schwabe  

Elizabeth Shanahan  

Maureen S. Sheehy  

Rosemary Shiels  

Judy Simner  

Joann Simpson  

Therese G. Smith  

Patricia Stibich  

Rosemarie Strezo  

Susan Styer  

Sr. Marian Sullivan, SSND 

James and Geraldine Tansey  

Pat and Phillip Tracy  

Mary Ann Tumpane  

Maureen Unton  

Rita Verhey  

Sr. Lorrita Marie Verhey, SSND  

Jim Walsh  

Raymond and Theresa Walsh  

John Weider  

Rev. Daniel Welter, J D  

Martha Welter  

Marjorie Wilkey  

Barbara Winicki  

Sr. Emily Wollschlager, SSND 

Jerrilyn Young  

Rita Zambon  

Sr. Dominga Zapata, SH  

 

In Honor of  

2020 SSND Jubilarians from... 

Sr. Bernadette Ballasty, SSND 

Sr. Julice Bots, SSND 

Sr. Miriam Patrick Cummings, SSND 

Sr. Carol Dwyer, SSND  

Sr. Rose Cecile Espinos, SSND 

 

In Honor of… 

AM Provincial Council  

(from SSND Roosevelt Place) 

Sr. Betina Holacek, SSND  

(from Barbara Lah) 

Sr. Lucy Giacchetti, SSND  

(from Denise & Edward Skiba) 

Sr. Gina Redig, SSND  

(from Corrine E. Coffey) 

Sr. Loretta Rosendale, SSND  

(from Lisa & Philip LeDoux) 

School Sisters of Notre Dame  

(from Mary T.  Schneider) 

Therese Smith  

(from Mary kay Gallagher) 

 

In Memory Of… 

Mary Anton  

(from Christine Flood) 

Patrick Harris  

(from Maureen Dean Oechslin) 

Fr. John Kelly and Sr. Ursula Kelly  

(from Sr. Elizabeth Marie Kelly, SSND) 

Jack Lawlor  

(from Margaret Lawlor) 

Catherine Ryan 

(from Michael Malone) 

Sr. Helen Joseph Leffner  

(from Raymond Leffner) 

Sr. Ewald, SSND  

(from Marie Galoney) 

Sr. Francele, SSND  

(from Thomas Fuller) 

 

In-kind Donations 

Victoria Brennan 

Catholic Charities 

Jim Fitzmaurice 

Christine Flood 

Jane Hanlon 

Wendy Kuypers 

Winifred Lopez 

Dan Lynch 

Pat Monahan 

Morgan Park Junior Woman’s Club 

Anel Navarro 

 

Carol Petersen 

Mayra Pimentel 

Nicole Pratt-Timmons 

Ernesto Rojas 

Lilia Sanchez 

Margarita Silva 

Katherine Tomich 

Pat and Phillip Tracy 

Therease Tyler 

Sr. Caritas Wehrman, SSND 

Martha Welter 

Barbara Winicki 

Rita Zambon 
 

Grants/Foundations 

State of Illinois, Secretary of State 

School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Gospel Fund 

Helen Brach Foundation 

Fred J. Brunner Foundation 

Thomas W. Dower Foundation 

George M. Eisenberg Foundation 

Chapin-May Foundation 

Edmond & Alice Opler Foundation 

 

Be Part of the 10% 

We all know the gift of a steady  

income; that’s why we make this 

appeal to you to become a monthly 

Corazón donor. 

Our monthly donors come in all 

sizes: $10, $20, $25, $35 and $100 

with most belonging to the “20/30 

Club.” We are so grateful to 

these generous donors but we 

need more!  This report is sent to 

993 people.  Our goal is to involve 

10% as new monthly donors. 

If you, like Ann Marie, have the abil-

ity to give monthly, may you 

also have the heart to do so?  I urge 

you: become part of the 10%! 

At this time of Covid-19 when our 

expenses are increasing, due to  

precautions we must take, and in-

come decreasing, we need your sup-

port. 
 

Donate online at www.corazon-

chicago.org or mail your                

contribution. 

Thank you and God bless you 

for considering a monthly     

donation.  



Board members , Donors , Volunteers  

Www.corazon-chicago.org —  Of f ice  (708)  377 -7761 

Why I Am A Monthly Donor to Corazón 
 

I am happy for my ability to make a monthly donation to Corazón a Corazón.  Most of the formal education 

of my life was from the SSND. So I am grateful and proud for this mission to benefit the Latino community 

in Blue Island.  The teaching of English as a Second Language, the After School Program and Summer Camp 

are vital components for the educational development of the women and children of this community. This    

preparation is especially important at this time as our country struggles with the inclusion of all of its        

residents in our democratic rights. Thank you, the staff, the SSND for the work you are doing.  I am only 

pleased to help. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Why I Said Yes  
 

There is no experience so simple while at the same time so profound than to receive  “the call” to            

follow.  The New Testament Evangelists each describe the call of Jesus to his Disciples to drop their nets and 

“come follow me and I will make you fishers of men” Mark, 1:16-17.    The call from Sister Pat to join the 

Board at Corazón a Corazón came about a year ago.  Soon afterwards, I met her and Martha Welter to       

discuss the mission of Corazón a Corazón and their “call” to join the Board of Trustees.  Like Simon and his 

brother Andrew and James and his brother John, I was not expecting or looking for this call.  However, after 

listening to Sister Pat and Martha enthusiastically describe the work and mission of Corazón, I knew            

immediately I would “abandon [my] net” and accept this call.  Simply stated, I was called and I said yes—an 

act of faith that God wanted me to do this.  One year later, the world has changed dramatically.  I am about 

to attend my third Board Meeting by ZOOM (a platform I did not even know existed a year ago).  However, 

the great work of Corazón a Corazón goes on.  I am so grateful to have received and accepted this call.  And 

so very proud to play a very small part in bringing God’s message of Love to this community we serve in his 

name. 
 

Michael E. O'Neill 

WELCOME!              &               THANK YOU! 
    
 We are happy to welcome Manuel Baeza as our newest volunteer.  Manny is a graduate student at the   

Graham School of Business, St Xavier University with a B.A. in Business Administration in Accounting &   

Finance.  What a welcome help with our bookkeeping! Manny wants to “give back to his community while 

building experience in his field. 

 

      At the same time we express our deep gratitude to SSND’s, Sister Joan O’Connell and Sister Frances 

Josef Flack for serving as Corazón’s finance personnel from 2002 to June 2019. They were real gifts for so 

many years. 


